


With all the necessary permitting and 

parking agreements in place and a 

solicitation for construction expected 

sometime in October of this year, 

construction of the new courthouse is 

anticipated to begin in early 2019.

New Superior Courthouse and Remodel 

Project
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Greetings:

Duringthispastfiscalyearjudicialofficersandstaffhavecontinuedtofocustheireffortsonensuringthetimelydeliveryofjusticeinanimpartial,innovativeandprofessional

manner. Staffhaveworkedstrategicallywithlocalserviceprovidersandotherjudicialpartnerstodevelopnewservicesandprogramsthatarebothinnovativeinnatureand

designedtoprovidequalityservicetoindividualsworkingthroughmanylifechallenges. Thesenewprogramsnotonlyenhanceservicestothepublic,theyalsohelp

individualsmakesignificantchangesintheirlifestyle. I notewehavebeenfortunatetoaddanewjudicialofficerandstafftothecourtwhichhasfurtherenhancedthe

servicesweareabletoprovide. Thisannualreportdetailsmanyofthenewprogramsthathavebeenimplemented,aswellastheongoingprojectsthatareinplacetoensure

theCourtprovideshighqualityservicestothecitizensofMohaveCounty.

Thenewcourthouseplanswerefinalized,planreviewwascompletedandtheplansformallyapproved. AnintergovernmentalagreementwiththeCityofKingmanandthe

Countywasfinalizedthatprovidedthenecessaryagreementstoensureparkingrequirementsareinplacefortheuseofthenewbuilding. Itisanticipatedthattheinvitation

forbidforconstructionwillbecompletedbytheendof2018,withthehopeforgroundbreakingofthenewbuildingbeginninginearly2019. Thenewcourthousewill

providethecourtswithastateoftheartfacilitywhichwillimproveaccess,increasesecurityandprovideafacilitythatwillservethecommunitywellformanyyearstocome.

Additionally,theremodeloftheexistinghistoriccourthousewillprovideanewspacefortheKingman/CerbatJusticeCourt,improvingservicetothecommunity.

Ofspecialrecognitionthispastyearwerethreejudicialofficerswhoreceivedawardsfortheiroutstandingservicetoourlocalcommunities. TheHonorableBarbaraBrown

receivedtheSherriGeislerAwardforoutstandingJusticeofthePeace. TheHonorableBillySipereceivedtheFrankX. GordonawardfromtheMohaveCountyBar

Association.TheHonorableMitchellKalauliwasinductedintotheArizonaVeteransHallofFame. EachofthesejudgesexhibitedoutstandingworkinservingtheCourtand

themembersofthecommunity. IalsonotethatDeputyDirectorofJuvenileServices,JoshFrisby,wastherecipientofthisyearõsPresidingJudgeAward.

Thisyearõsannualreportalsohighlightsmanyotherpositiveprogramsandincludesinformationonongoingprogramsthathelpimproveaccesstojustice. Iencourageyou

toreadthroughthisreporttolearnoftheeffortsthatarebeingdonetoimprovecourtprocessesandprocedures.

ThecontinuedsupportoftheArizonaSupremeCourt,theCountyBoardofSupervisorsandCountyManagementiscriticalinoureffortstoaccomplishthemissionofthe

Court. Iamthankfulforthedevotedworkofthejudicialofficersandcourtstaff. Theyarededicatedpublicservantswhoputforththeirbesteffortseverydaytohelpkeep

thecourtsworkingeffectively.

CharlesW.Gurtler,Jr.

PresidingJudge
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OnFebruary6,2018,anewchapterinjuvenileprobationbeganwhenProjectAIMbecamepartoftheJuvenile

JusticeSupportCenter(JJSC). TheJuvenileDetentionCenterhasbeenexpandedtoincludeanEducationCenter

whereyouthcanobtainschoolcreditsorearntheirGED.NowthecenterincludesProjectAIMinthenon-secured

sectionoftheJuvenileDetentionCenter.

ProjectAIMprovidesopportunitiesforpro-socialgrowth.Additionally,itprovidestrainingandskillbuildingto

prepareyouthtosucceedintheworkplaceandbeyond.AIMalsoworkstoimprovefamilycohesivenessthrough

familyengagementanddiscussions,aswellasprovideseducationalsupporttohelpyouthsucceedinschool.To

é

Our3rdAnnualSuperhero5KandKidsDashwasheldonApril7th,2018,withbeautiful

springlikeweather!Children,familiesandadultsdressedintheirfavoritesuperhero

costumeslikeWonderWoman,BlackPanther,Wolverine,Batman,andTheHulk. The

KidsDashkickedofftheeventwithkidsages1-12runningtothefinishlinetoearntheir

SuperheroMedal.Inthe5Krun/walkcourse80completedtherace.Trophiesweregiven

tothewinnersofthe5kincludingagecategorywinners.

TheproceedsfromthiseventwenttotheCASACouncilofMohaveCountynearly

ééé

3rd Annual Superhero 5K Run/Walk and Kids Dash 

$5,600.00wasraised.TheCouncilisthefundraisingarmoftheCASAOrganizationwhichadvocatesincourtforourchildreninfostercare.Our

childrenhavemanyneedswhichtheStatecannolongeraffordsuchasBoysandGirlsClub,ParksandRecprograms,summercamps,equine

therapy,athleticfees,electronicdevicesfordevelopmentallydelayedchildren,etc.ThesearejustsomeofthemanyrequeststheCouncilhelps

fulfillforthekids.

makethesethingspossible,theProbationDepartmenthaspartneredwithoutsideagenciestoprovideservices,including: AZ@Work,Arizona

YouthPartnership(AZYP)andPSABehavioralHealth. Inadditiontothesepartners,AIMalsobringsindifferentagenciesandindividualsto

providepro-socialactivitiessuchas,recoverybasedspeakers,educationalrepresentativesandhealthyrelationshiptrainings.

Theyouthareofferedtransportationanddinnerisservedeachevening. TheProbationDepartmenthiredtwofulltimeYouthCareWorkers,

JamesOwensandVanessaRosales,tomonitorandsupervisethejuveniles.WhennotinAIM,JamesandVanessaareassistingwiththeregistrar

dutiesintheclassroomandproctoringGEDexams.ThisistrulyacollaborativeeffortwithintheJJSC.

Project AIM Opens Its Doors To Youth And Families
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TheMohaveCountySuperiorCourtTeamhostedtheir7thAnnualNorthwestArizona

SymposiumonInfantandToddlerMentalHealthonApril10-11, 2018. Theeventwas

freetoallattendeesandfundedbyArizonaõsFirstThingsFirst.Over330professionals

fromallacrossArizonaandreachingintoCaliforniaandUtahgatheredattheAquarius

Resortin Laughlin,Nevadafor twodaysof workshops,keynotesspeakersand

networkingopportunitieswithoneanother.

7th Annual Northwest Arizona Symposium on Infant and Toddler Mental Health

Thereweretwonotablekeynotespeakers:WilliamKellibrewIVisaglobaladvocateforhuman,civil,childrenandvictimsõrights.Hisstoryhas

beenfeaturedontheOprahWinfreyShow,CNN,MSNBC,TheWashingtonPost,theDailyBeastandahostofprominentmediaoutletsaroundthe

world.Williamcreditshisgrandmotherandthemanyresponsibleadultsandyouthwhomentoredandsupportedhimforhissurvivalduringhis

toughestchallenges.MikeVenyhasmanagedtoovercomealifetimeofmentalhealthchallengestobecomeaprofessionaldrummerandoneof

Americaõsleadingmentalhealthspeakers.HisadvocacyworkhasbeenfeaturedonABC,NBCandCBSNews.HeisalsoawriterforCorporate

WellnessMagazine,HealthCentral.com,anddeliveredaTEDxTalktitledòMentalIllnessisanAsset.ó. BothKellibrewandVenyspokeoftheir

personalexperienceswithearlychildhoodtraumaandjourneytoresilienceandhelpingothersachievesuccess. Inadditiontothekeynote

speakersthereweretwenty-eightworkshopstochoosefromwithnationallyandstaterecognizedpresenters.

Criminal History Improvement Project

TheLakeHavasuConsolidatedCourtappliedforandwasawardedaNationalCriminalHistoryImprovementProgram(NCHIP)grant.Thegrant

isbeingutilizedtomanuallygothroughapproximately25,000opencriminalcases.Thenineclerksworkingontheprojectwillbeensuringthat

allcasedispositionsarereportedtotheArizonaDepartmentofPublicSafety(AZDPS)andallDomesticViolenceoffensesareappropriately

flaggedinthecasemanagementsystemandpublicaccesstorecords.

TheprojectcommencedinMarch,2018andisscheduledtocontinuethroughMarch2019.ThecourtwillapplyforasecondNCHIPgrantif

needed. Thegoalistohave100%ofapplicablecasesreportedtotheDepartmentofPublicSafetyand100%ofDomesticViolencecases

flagged.OncetheprojectiscompletetherewillbeconsistencyamongtheinformationreceivedfromtheCourt,AZDPSandPublicAccess.
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Electronic Filing (E-filing) Technology Enhancements

CourtITbuiltasystemthatautomaticallynotifiesJudgesandJudicialAssistantsofnewelectronicfilingswithin30minutesofthedocumentor

casebeingfiledwithintheMohaveCountysystem.TheintroductionofcivilE-filingprovidedacriticalstepinreachingouttoourcommunity;

however,italsointroducedachangeinourcaseflowprocessingthatneededtobeaddressed.TheMohaveCountyCourtITDepartmentquickly

createdasolutionbydevelopinganinternalwebapplicationsavingtheJudgesandJudicialAssistantstimebyeasilyviewingandsearchingall

E-filingactivity.

Implementation of Juvenile Mediator Services

AnewJuvenileDependencyMediationProgramwasimplementedtoimprovetimelinessofjustice.Uponenteringadenialofthepetition,the

partiesarereferredtomediationinanattempttoreachanon-trialresolution. Fifty-twopercentofthecasesreferredtomediationhavebeen

completelyresolvedandthirty-twopercenthaveresultedinpartialresolution,significantlyimprovingthecourtõsefficiency.

Mohave County Criminal Reporting

MohaveCountySuperiorCourtreportscriminalhistoryinformationonallfelonyconvictionstotheArizonaDepartmentofPublicSafety

(AZDPS). TherehasbeenarecentpushthroughoutArizonatoreportcriminaldispositionselectronicallysothatlawenforcementhasinstant

accesstothatinformation. Onereasonisthatin2017,onlyabout89%ofdispositionsweresuccessfullyreported. Throughacollaborative

effortbetweenMohaveCountyõsreportingagencies,theSuperiorCourthassuccessfullysubmitted99%ofourdispositionselectronicallysince

January1,2018. MohaveCountySuperiorCourthasthehighestrateofelectronicdispositionreportingforalltheArizonaruralcountiesðan

impressivestatistic!

Mediation Services

TheMediationDepartmentcontinuedtoprovideexceptionalservicetolocalcitizenswithmattersbeforethecourt.Itisnotedthatinadditionto

the150FullorPartialAgreements(refertochartsbelow),another68mattersreachedagreementduringthemediation,however,duetoalack

é

offollowthroughbythepartiesthatmattersultimatelyhadtobereferredbacktocourt. Staffcontinuetosupportthejuveniledependency

processbyassistingwithmandatorypre-hearingconferencesandassistingwithdataentryinthejuvenilecasemanagementsystem.

693309FY-18
Parent Education Class Participants

Online Total
499350150FY-18

Mediations

Full or Partial AgreementKept Scheduled
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Courtroom Evidence Presentation and Audio Systems Upgrades

TheCourtITDepartmentõsmostrecentaccomplishmentsplaceoursmalldepartmentattheverytopofCourtTechnologyDepartmentsaround

thestateandcountry.WiththepossibilityofanewSuperiorCourthouseonthehorizon,theCourtITDepartmenthasfocusedthelastseveral

monthsontraining,designingandimplementingcourtroomevidencepresentationsystemsthatonceimplementedwillsavetheCountyover

$50,000percourtroomtotalof$350,000insavingsforthenewCourthousealone.Thisapproachofmovingadvancedaudiovideosystem

implementationsinhouse,notonlyprovidestheinitialcostsavingsofoutsourcingtheseservices,butalsoeliminatestheannualmaintenance

costofover$6,000peryear,percourtroom,aswellastheneedforstaffonsitethatcanmaintainthesecomplexsystems.

New Superior Court Commissioner

TheMohaveCountyCourtswelcomedanewJudicialOfficershortlyaftertheconclusionofFiscal

Year2018. July2018, theHonorableKennethL. Gregorywasappointedasafull-timeCourt

CommissionerfortheSuperiorCourt.JudgeGregorysaidòIõmhonoredtohavebeenappointedasa

full-timeCommissionerandtoreturntoworkwiththemanyfineJudgesandstaffmembersatthe

SuperiorCourtó. JudgeGregorywasappointedtofill thenewlycreatedthirdfull-timeCourt

Commissionerposition.

Server Refresh / System Upgrades

MohaveCountyrecognizestheneedtokeeptechnologycurrentandrefreshed. Thispastyearseveralmajornetwork,serverandvideosystems

werereplacedwithnewerandsmartertechnology. ThistypeofrefreshprogramallowstheCourtsinMohaveCountytostaycurrentwith

advancedtechnologythatprovidesgreaterreliabilitytotheservicesweoffer.

Electronic Filing (E-filing)

SinceDecember1, 2017, E-filinghasbeenavailable. Consequently,64%ofallcivilcaseshavebeeninitiatedthroughtheE-file

vendors. MohaveCountySuperiorCourtisreadytomoveforwardwithbeingapilotcourtforanupgradetotheCourtsõcasemanagement

systemwhichwillincludetheplatformfunctionalitytobeginreceivingsomeelectronicallyfileddocumentsinfamilylaw,probate,and

guardianshipcasetypesinthenearfuture.
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Juvenile Drug Court Retreat

DrugCourtteammembers,probationofficers,judgesandtreatmentprovidersgathered

tocelebratetheworkbeingdoneacrosstheCounty. Attendeesreceivedtrainingon

MotivationalInterviewingandtheCultureofShameandPoverty. Theseretreatshelp

inspireandmotivateteammembersandrecognizesthecontributionthateachofthe

membersbringtodrugcourt. It isapositivenetworkingexperienceforeveryoneand

linksthethreeindependentdrugcourtstogetherinanatmosphereofcooperation,team

workandeducationalgrowth.

Superior Court Local Court Rules Updates

TheSuperiorCourt,withcooperationandinputfromkeystakeholders,updatedtheLocalCivilCourt

RulestoensurecompliancewiththeStateofArizonaRulesofCivilProceduresandtoreflectprocedures

andchangesinthecourtprocess.TheproposedchangestotheLocalCivilRuleswerepostedforpublic

commentsthenforwardedtotheArizonaSupremeCourtforfinalapproval.TheLocalCriminalRulesare

currentlybeingrevisedwithinputfromlocalattorneysandstaffofthecourt. ThenexttargetedLocal

RulestobereviewedwillbeLocalDomesticRelationsRules.

Arizona Court Leadership Training

TwojuvenileprobationofficersfromtheMohaveCountyProbationDepartmenthavegraduatedfromtheArizonaCourtSupervisor(ACS)

ProgramEmilySnayandNatalieEggers.Withfourmoregraduatesonthehorizon;SaraColbert,ChristinaSpurlock,NancyTharpeandPatty

ZirklewhomarecurrentlyenrolledintheACSProgramandarescheduledtocompletetheirclassesbyearly2019.Threemorecourtstaffhave

graduatedfromthesecondtier,ArizonaCourtManagers(ACM)Program.Thesecond-levelprogramispartoftheArizonaCourtLeadership

Instituteprogram.ParticipantsmustcompleteaminimumofoneclasseachyearandcompletesixNationalCenterforStateCourtsInstitutefor

CourtManagementcoursesandthreeArizona-specificAZPluscourses.

AllclassesareofferedthroughtheCourtLeadershipInstituteofArizonaandAOCEducationServices.
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