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Safe Babies Court Teams Project 
Questions for the Judge to Ask from the Bench 

 
PHASE I COURT REVIEW 

EVALUATIONS AND ASSESSMENTS 
 

Are family interactions set up? 
 How often are parents and children seeing each other?  
 Are there any difficulties with the family contact plan? 
 Anybody have solutions? 

 
Are the medical needs of the children and parents identified? 

 Has a referral been made for the baby to have an early intervention screening (Part C 
agency)? 

 Parents, do you understand what this is for? 
 Have the parents gotten complete physicals recently? 
 Is a substance abuse evaluation necessary? What were the recommendations? 

 
Have any mental health issues been identified for child or parent? 

 Any need for referrals and releases at this time? 
 Has an Attachment Assessment or relationship evaluation been scheduled? 

 
Have the parents made a commitment to addressing the reasons for the children’s removal? 

 Any criminal charges that court needs to be aware of? 
 Other immediate needs for parent and/or custodian that prevents this case from 

progressing? 
 
Is there a safe living environment for parent as well as child? 

 Are there any needs for either home environment? 
 Is there a concern for domestic violence from any party? 

 
What needs to happen between now and the next court hearing? 

 Is there a need for a family team meeting before the next court review? 
 If so when? 
 Any need for additional referrals or evaluations at this time? 
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PHASE II  
IMPLEMENTATION & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
How is family time going? 

 Any changes in the family interaction plan since last review? 
 Any issues to address? 
 Parents: name one thing in the past week that you did with your child that made you feel 

good about being a parent.  
 Can you describe a challenge of being a parent this week?  How did you handle the 

challenge?  
 What did you do with your child this week that both you and your child enjoyed?  
 What are some of the ways your child has changed since our last review? 

 
What updates are there regarding referrals we discussed at the last hearing? 

 Is there anything to report from Early Access services? 
 Any medical/dental issues to report on parent or children? Screenings, immunizations, 

physical issues 
 Are addictive service recommendations being followed? What are the barriers? 
 Are the mental health issues being addressed for all family members? 

 
Tell me about the progress that you’re making toward your children coming home. 

 What behavioral changes have occurred since the last review? (Clean UA’s, keeping a 
regular schedule, healthy priorities) 

 Can the parents identify the destructive behavior choices that led to the children’s 
removal? 

 How have you helped yourself grow as a parent since the last time I saw you? 
(making appointments for yourself, going to your appointments and your children’s, 
keeping a schedule of the times you will see your child) 

 Parents: are you dealing with any issues that the pros can help with today?  
 What are you most proud of about yourself since the last review? 

 
What needs to happen between now and the next court hearing? 

 Is there a need for a family team meeting before the next court review? 
 If so when? 
 Any need for additional referrals or evaluations at this time? 
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PHASE III  
COURT REVIEW 

 
What does housing look like for you and your family? How can the team support or assist you 
with your plans? 

 Is your current home big enough/enough bedrooms? 
 Do you have furniture/beds for everyone?  Can we help? 
 Is the home you plan to live in convenient to your job and kids’ schools?  Is it close to 

public transport or do you have your own transportation or a plan? 
 Do you plan to live in the home of family or a friend?  Have you discussed it with the 

team?  Have you thought about house rules, rent, chores?  Can the team help you 
brainstorm about those things? 

 
Do you have any plans for job training or furthering your education?  Does your current job 
pay enough for you to be self-supporting? 

 How can the team help you research your options or apply to programs or financial aid?  
Single parent scholarship fund? Search for jobs with benefits like health/life insurance? 

 Are there any additional assistance programs you qualify for?  SSI/SSD?  Daycare 
Vouchers?  WIC?  Utility Assistance?  Community agencies with matching savings 
plans? 

 Can the team help you work up a budget and think about future expenses and a long-term 
financial plan? 

 
Have you laid out a long-term medical, dental and mental health plan for your future to avoid 
additional stress in times of crisis? 

 Can the team help you budget for and apply for the state’s Affordable Health Care 
Option?  Continue the children’s insurance when the case closes?  Locate community 
medical, dental and mental health clinics/programs in your neighborhood?   

 
What are your plans for addressing your child’s developmental transitions? 

 Can the team help you contact the school and advocate for IEP or 504 plans? 
 Do you need help finding quality child care or transitioning your child from day care to 

school?  Do you have resources for appropriate toys, books, educational aids? 
 
Have you developed a safety plan for your children in case you relapse? Is it updated for 
potential risks? 

 Can the team help you brainstorm and put it in writing?  Discuss when to review and 
potential triggers? Help contact family/friends and discuss their assistance/role in the 
plan?   

 
The final two comments should be mentioned at each review hearing in all phases: 
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Have you identified your strengths as a family?  Have you developed a transition plan/plan for 
long-term support after the case closes? 

 Can the team help you prepare a written list of supportive family members, community 
groups that can be relied upon for assistance? Do you have a list of community resources 
in your neighborhood like food pantries, parenting groups, NA/AA meetings, churches, 
adult education/tutoring, free family activities? 

 
We are all here to help you succeed.  Since the last hearing, is there anything that has 
strengthened your relationship with your children?  Any service or activity you would like to 
participate in to improve your relationship with them? 
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PHASE IV COURT REVIEW  
AFTER REUNIFICATION 

 
Tell me how it feels to be back running your own household and what about it means the most 
to you? 

 Do you feel independent yet supported?  Do you try to find solutions before consulting 
the team?  Do they help you celebrate when you figure it out on your own? 

 Have you established routines and schedules?  Are you having any difficulty sticking to 
them and can the team do anything to help? 

 How do you think the children are benefitting from your independence and success?  
 
Along with new routines, have you established a medical home for you and the kids?  Do you 
and they consistently see the same doctor/clinic/dentist and have all your records in one place? 

 Is there anything the team can do to help you achieve this?  Make any record requests? 
 
How is the family safety plan going?   

 Do you regularly review and revise it? 
 Do the children understand and feel comfortable with it? 

 
Can you look back and identify/articulate the things that make your children’s current 
environment safer than the pre-removal environment? Which daily lifestyle changes you’ve 
made most help you identify/avoid past destructive behaviors? 

 Do you feel you can maintain the current, safer environment and lifestyle? 
 Do you feel able to adapt or know which supports to turn to if one of those factors 

changes? 
 Do you have positive coping skills to use when faced with stress or triggers? 
 Do you have your written transition/support plan and keep it updated with supportive 

people and community resources? 
 
What are you feeling most proud of today? 

 


