Will | Ever See You Again?

Dr. Elizabeth Jacobs

B How many children in foster care?
B Ages 0-5 = 41.7%
@ Ages 0-3 = longest time in foster care?

“It is now clear that human beings of
all ages are found to be at their
happiest and to be able to deploy
their talents to best advantage when
they are confident that, standing
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behind them, there are one or more
trusted persons who will come to
their aid should difficulties arise.;’

@ Ages 0-3 = highest reentry rate3
B Ages 0-3 less likely to be reunified*

John Bowlby, 1973.

Infant/child feels has a need: hunger, fear,
frustration & elicits the help of the caregiver
displaying an “attachment behavior” to get
v “...reciprocal process by which an emotional g his/her attention.

connection develops...(Erikson)

Caregiver correctly reads needs
of child and tends to the need.

...between the child and his primary caregiver
which occurs between 6 and 12 months.

Child is satisfied, returns to activity
confident that help is there if needed.

Will repeat this successful attachment behavior s

The child learns not to become attached.

David Pelzer I
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Risk factor

Protective factor

additional _Insecure Attachment type

Neurological development

(toxic) stress
alarm <
ngthened
earning ontrolled pruned
high alert

Conclusion:

foundation

Some children are resilient...
Conclusion:._Time is of the essence...
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3-Year-Old Children

Markedly shrus

Normal “ Extreme Neglect

Conclusic::. ¢ essence...

*Black box warning: “SSRI’s may increase
suicidal in chil and
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unusual attachment behaviors

stress-related neural

connections

case managers

frequent moves

placements.

1/27/2016

interfering
developing brain

4 different classes
effects
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Case Study - Ros
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“Who can best provide a secure base
r thi Id ng predictable ent,

and emotion

16 Y2; came into care in 2004 at age 5 -- Neglect/Abuse
Sexually molested by father and mother's BFs

All children TPRed; Miranda’s four sibs adopted

M. displays sexualized behaviors and aggression
“Denial of placement in Maricopa Co.’s TGH” (5/15)

All requests outside of Maricopa Co. also declined

10.7 years in care; 24 placements

Several potential adoptions; all incomplete.

As adoption gets close; Miranda behaves in such a way
that the adoption is cancelled or potential adoptive parents
backs out after receiving her information.

FCRB reviewed notes back to 2004.

B Mirandahas never had anyone —ever!
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lo current therapy for attachment disorder

In summary, then, “Best Interest” requires
that we consider:
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http://www.apa.org/practice/refer.html
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“Best Interest” requires that we consider:
(Page 2)
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